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Thank you for your letter of 24 May reiterating your specific points on the EU Water
Initiative (EUWI). Since | last wrote to you on 7 March, we have started to take
some significant actions to improve the effectiveness of the EU Water Initiative. This
included tabling a paper on'EUWI reform at the Steering Group meeting in May and
now working with the Germans to develop a high level strategy for a new phase of
the EU Water Initiative. | enclose a copy of the paper that we tabled for the EUWI
Steering Group, which you will see addresses many of your points in detail. We
have also increased our involvement with the Africa Working Group to take forward
these ideas, since this is the region where we are most keen to achieve progress.
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On civil society involvement, we have stressed the importance that costed work
plans for all working groups should include stakeholder financing and set out how
they will ensure participation of governments and civil society from partner countries.
Last year DFID renewed its Programme Partnership Agreement with WaterAid for
the period 2005-11. We have local partnerships with WaterAid in Tanzania and
Nigeria, and are proposing to extend our work with civil society in Africa.

It is clear that improved reporting and accountability is a priority. We have already
funded a consultant to develop tough, measurable indicators for the Africa Working
Group. The consultant is also working with the EUWI| Monitoring Group, which is led
by the ltalians, and with the Steering Group to ensure that these indicators inform
the high level accountabllity framework we have proposed. At the Steering Group,
we and Germany agreed to take forward the reform and to fund work on more
detailed plans that we will report to donors at Stockholm Water Week in August.

The Commission also recognises the need for reform and held a meeting of
Directors (for water) of Member States on 17 May 20086. It was at this meeting that
- Member States agreed that the EUWI needs to enter a new phase with radical
improvement on focus and delivery, and that the UK with Germany agreed to
develop the new strategy. This strategy will recognise the need for the EUWI to
focus on countries where it can add value, to promote alignment of donor support
behind credible country plans and to prowde finance through natlonal budget
processes, : :



I am hopeful that these various strands of work which are underway at the both the
international level and within the working groups, will lead to renewed political
commitment and better, focussed implementation on the ground.

| hope this is helpful.

Best wishes
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HILARY BENN

Wore deiails availzble at wwwdiid gov.uk or from our Pulilic Enquiry Foin: Tel, G845 300 4700




