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August 30th 2006

Dear Commissioner,

I understand that in the coming month the Commission is due to make suggestions for ways of updating Annex 1 of Directive 2001/31/EC. The Royal National Institue of the Blind, here in the UK, are leading a campaign that calls for a warning that highlights the link between sight loss and smoking to be included in the Annex. They are supported in this campaign by, among others, the European Union of General Practitioners and the European Blind Union. I, too, am calling on you, as the Commissioner with responsibility for health protection, to recommend that tobacco products carry a warning about the potential for blindness.

Age-Related Macular Degeneration (AMD) is the most common cause of vision loss in people over the age of 55 in the EU. The World Health Organisation recognises that, of the many causes of AMD, smoking is the only one that can be prevented. Evidence from Australia suggests that people respond more to warnings about the link between smoking and sight loss than to any other kind of warning. Particularly effective are the use of verbal and pictoral warnings used alongside one another.

I trust you will take these points into account when you make your recommendations to the regulatory committee in September. I have also written to the UK Health Minister, urging her to ensure that the UK supports any proposals for a sight-loss related warning brought before the committee. I look forward to hearing your thoughts on this matter.

Yours sincerely,
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Caroline Lucas – Green Party MEP for South East England.

Suite 58, The Hop Exchange, 24 Southwark Street, London SE1 1TY, UK

Tel: 020 7407 6281 Fax: 020 7234 0183 E-mail: carolinelucas@greenmeps.org.uk
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