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JANEZ POTOCNIK

Member of the Furopean Commidssion

Brussels, Q7. Uy, 2006

1Y (20H06) 2117

Vyear D1 Tacas,

Thank you for your letter dated 30 January, 2006 1n which you request information and
comments regarding the participation of tesearch entities from Vseael and from the
Palestinian territories in the Sixth Framework programme (U'P 6).

With regard to Israel’s association (o I'P 6, the 34 Apreement for Scieniific and Techmeal
Co-operation herween the luropean Community and lsrael associaring lseacl 10 “FPO”
(2002 ~ 2006) has been applied since December 2002, Tt allows Tsraeli legal entities ro
fully participate in all calls for proposals since the staet of the Framework Programme.

The latest dara on lsracl’s parucipation in FP 6 is available ap to mid-2005. Qverall, 279
lsraeh research enfioes particpared n FP 6 projects. ‘I'he financial L) contribution (1.e.
commirments) to these entities was € 58 million.  Universities and other higher education
instiutions had u participation share of 41% among pacticipating Tseacli enfivies and they

received about 35% of the funding that went 1o Israeli parricipants.

licom a research policy point of view, lstcls full parricipation s highly valued by the
Commission and Buropean research acrors. The muldcultral co-operanon mvolved
this parmership brings added value, new ideas, and accelerated innovation for both sides.
FU pariners appreciate Tsrach technological excellence 1n key scientific and 1echnological
domains

D Caroline LUCAS

Member of the Huropean Patliament
Bit. ASP - 0BG103
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The Palestinian tereitories are not an associared State in relanon 1o T'PG, and thus do not
(inancrally contribute fo the hudget of the programme. However, Palestinian research
entites have participated in FP 6 projects. They have received FP 6 funding as a
Mediterranean pactner country within the internadonal co-operation working programme
(INCO)). The objective of I'P 6 support under TNCO is to lend suppott in the scienafic
and rechnological fields to the implementaton of the Community's foreign policy and
development aid policy and to strengthen, develop and consolidare aur Parrner countries’
rescarch sysrems as 4 means of reinforcing synergies with these external pohicies. Unl
July 2005, three entities from the Palestnian tetritorics have participated i FP 6,
receiving 4 total fanding of € 240.000. In line with rthe prioaties identified in the recent
action plan agreed berween the 11U and the Palestinian Authority, the Commission will
seck to futther promote improved Palestinian participation 1n the EU Sixth I'ramework
Programme on Rescarch and Development.

I cannot confirm the reports you have received according to which research ennties from
the Palestinian rerntories ate required ro have an Ismeli partner o rcc.c:ilvc funding under
1P ¢ Palestinian entities, as entides from any other TNCO country, are subject to Arricles
% and 6 (2) of the Rules for Partcapation (O L 355/23 of 30.12. 2002) which ser out the
minimum number of parricipants in indirect research actions. ey stipulate thar beyond
the entity irom an INCO country the minimum number of participants shall nor be fewcer
than three independent legal entities established in three diffcrent Member Stawes or
Associated States, of which ar least two shall he Member Srates or assnciated candidate
countries. Consequently, a rescarch entity from Israel s an associated state can but need
not be a partner in an inditect research action 1n which an endty from rthe Palestnian
recritories participares. d

Converscly, [ welcome projects fundecd under the Framework Programme contributing to
an improvement of Lsraeli-Palestinian relationships. | think thar co-operating in research
projects is a very potear instrument to foster herter mutaal understanding not only
berween the parficipating scientists but also between countries. There are encouraging
examples of successful Israeli-Palesaruan research co-operation under the framework
programmes such as the HORTIMED  project where jomt rescarch is undertaken 10
explore a sustamable and economic soludan of warer use n irrgaced Horriculure using,
recycled warer i Palestinian territonies.

You are cortecr in srating thar the violation of fundamental ethical princples 15 an
exclusion criterion for the evaluation of proposals under the Framework Programmes.
‘I'his exclusion coterion is, of course, taken into account in the evaluation of proposals the
Commission recetves from lstacli rescarch enuues. In assessing whether this ¢rirerion 1
respected, the Commission assisted by independent advisers, Inoks at the content of the
concrefe tesearch projects. In the evaluaton of proposals it does nat, however, exanine
whether the State where the entity has s residence might have violaied fundamenal
erhical principles or human rights. This approach is, in my view, appropriate since the I'P
funding does non help to finance the general budget of a state but is pard against proof of
specific expendituee for a concrere research project.
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As concerns the overall assessment of the Association Agreement, T fully endorse the
Liuropean Pacbament’s report of 26 Ecbruary 2004 on the conclusion of rhe agreement
(PL, 337.410) which ends with the following statemenr. “Trrom the point of view of
research policy, the Agreement is to be warmly welcomed. Researchers and research
instirates in the European Union and undertakings stand ro benefit from cooperanion.
With regard to the political sifuation, 1r may help casce the Lensions, since it will also enable
Palestinian researchers and institutions to work together with lsracli and Tluropuan

institutes.”
/ Qo e LTS

Yours sincerely,



