OPEN LETTER TO THE NIGERIAN AUTHORITIES

We, the undersigned Members of the European Parliament, express our deep concern regarding the
draft law currently considered in Nigeria introducing new criminal penalties for homosexuality as
well as for public advocacy or associations supporting lesbian and gay rights.

The proposed law would further reinforce the criminalization regime of homosexual acts already in
place in Nigeria, by leading to the imprisonment of individuals solely for their actual or imputed
sexual orientation, including for consensual sexual relations in private, advocacy of lesbian and gay
rights, or public expression of their sexual identity.

This law, if approved, will constitute an unbearable discrimination as well as a violation of the
rights to freedom of expression, conscience, association, and assembly. These rights are enshrined
in international law as well as in the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights. Furthermore,
the approval of this law will undermine the fight that Nigeria is combating against the spread of
HIV/AIDS.

We consequently ask the Nigerian authorities to:

[] Withdraw the draft law

[] Guarantee safety and protection for all human rights defenders and all individuals
irrespective of their sex, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, or
religion

[0 Respect international human rights obligations under the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights

[0 Remove discriminatory laws that criminalize sexuality, gender identity, homosexual acts in
all parallel legal systems followed in the country
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