DR. CAROLINE LUCAS

John Prescott MP

Office of the Deputy Prime Minister
Eland House

Bressenden Place

London

SW1E 5DU

December 20" 2005
Dear John,

| am writing to request that, as the relevant Secretary of State, you call in all Notices of
Proposed Development related to new developments at AWE Aldermaston submitted to date by
the Ministry of Defence, and in particular, the NoPD for the Proposed “Replacement” Laser
Facility (ref. 05/02003/RESMAJ).

Planned developments at AWE were laid out in a "Site Development Strategy Pan", published in
August 2002 and subsequently updated (for latest - see
http://www.awe.co.uk/main_site/news/articles/PR_2005_031.html). The nature, number and
size of these developments - taken as a whole - represent a major building programme which
will take many years to complete and has an impact well beyond the scope of the local planning
authority

| urge you to immediately open a non-statutory Public Inquiry into the laser and other planned
developments at AWE Aldermaston, on the following grounds:

(1) Para 44 DETR Circular 2/99 - "Environmental Impact Assessment” (EIA) - states that a
particular planning application should not be considered in isolation if, in reality, it is
properly to be regarded as an integral part of an inevitably more substantial
development. “In such cases, the need for EIA ... must be considered in respect of the
total development”;

(2) The Eastern Area Planning Committee of West Berkshire District Council on 23 February
2005 resolved that the Head of Planning and Transport Strategy would write to the
Secretary of State 23 February 2005 it was resolved that the Head of Planning and
Transportation Strategy would write to the Secretary of State urging that an EIA be
undertaken in respect of all the proposals in the site’s development plan; to date no such
EIA, including the expert and detailed analysis required in para 41 of the same
guidelines, has been submitted;

(3) Similarly, a long-expected Transport Plan for the whole site, recommended by the
Eastern Area Planning Committee on 23 February 2005, had not been completed by the
November meeting;
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(4) The Eastern Area Planning Committee has consistently failed to take into account the
large number of objections received to applications by AWE Aldermaston (or defence
Estates or their behalf); such large numbers of objections may, under s. 25, DoE Circular
18/84, trigger a public inquiry;

(5) The proposed new developments, including the laser facility, have a regional and
national environmental and economic impact and should thus be considered as a “major
project”. “Their size means it would be unsatisfactory for a single local planning
authority to give a planning approval since the impact of the proposal extends beyond
the boundary of the local authority ...... such projects tend to be approved by Government
Ministers usually after a form of local public inquiry.” See
http://www.odpm.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1144608

(6) The proposal to build facilities to design and test a new generation of nuclear weapons is
also too important to be considered by a local planning committee and should be subject
to both parliamentary debate and public scrutiny (of which a public inquiry should form a
part), as promised by the Secretary of State for Defence, (The Guardian, 13 September
2005).

(7) “The threat or use of nuclear weapons would be contrary to the rules of international
law”, (ICJ opinion, 1996); further developments would render the UK in violation of
Article VI of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.

On 23 November 2005, consideration of the NoPD (ref. 05/02003/RESMAJ) was deferred by
the Eastern Area Planning Committee on the grounds that all the relevant information had
not been made available to the members of the committee.

| understand that it is currently intended to take this NoPD to the local planning meeting on
25 January 2006. | urge you to call in this application before that date.

Yours sincerely,
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Caroline Lucas - Green Party MEP for South East England.
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