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The EU has consistently kept the issue of Burma/Myanmar on the agenda in its dialogue with all key international actors and at all levels, particularly through the EU Special Envoy for Burma/Myanmar, Piero Fassino, calling for cooperation, including support for the good offices mission of UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, to break the deadlock and work towards a transition to democracy.
This issue was therefore due to be discussed at the summit with China planned for 1 December 2008. While the agenda for this year's summit with China has still to be agreed, the Council is fully aware of the potentially important role of China in relation to Burma/Myanmar and therefore takes every opportunity to raise the issue with the Chinese authorities.
As regards the possibility of bringing the Burmese military before the International Criminal Court for Human Rights abuse, it should be recalled that Burma/Myanmar is neither a State Party to the Rome Statute nor has it accepted the jurisdiction of the Court, nor has the situation been referred to the ICC Prosecutor by the Security Council. The Court cannot therefore exercise jurisdiction in the case of alleged crimes against humanity committed by members of the military government or others.
The Council recalls that as part of its restrictive measures against Burma/Myanmar the sales, supply, transfer or export of arms and related material of all types are prohibited. The Council has encouraged the international community to adopt similar measures.
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