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As provided for in the Generalised System of Preferences (GSP) Regulation, the Commission keeps the status of GSP+ beneficiary countries' ratification and implementation of the 27 GSP+-related Conventions under ongoing review and presents to the Council summary reports in this respect based on the reports and recommendations issued by the different monitoring bodies for the 27 conventions (United Nations for human rights, The International Labour Organization (ILO) for labour rights etc). The latest such report
 was presented to the Council in October 2008.
The procedure under which the Commission examined and decided on GSP+ applications at the end of 2008 is set out in Articles 9 and 10 of the GSP Regulation No 732/2008
.  Each applicant was required to provide detailed information on its ratification of the GSP+-related conventions and its legislation and measures to ensure their effective implementation. The Commission services then examined each request, taking into account the most recent material available from the different relevant monitoring bodies. All relevant services of the Commission, including those responsible for the different subject areas covered by the conventions, are involved in this process.  Before finalising its assessment and taking its decision on the GSP+ beneficiary list as of January 2009, the Commission was also able to put questions for clarification to individual requesting countries, as appropriate.
In the specific case of Colombia, the Commission is aware that the reports of the United Nations (UN) and ILO monitoring bodies have raised some questions on the degree of its effective implementation of certain GSP+-related conventions, particularly in human and labour rights.  But the monitoring bodies' reports also indicate that Colombia has made substantial changes to its legal systems, with the objective of complying fully with the rights enshrined in the conventions, and is generally cooperating with the UN and ILO bodies in this process.  
At this stage, the Commission considers that Colombia should be given the opportunity to make good on its commitment to continue cooperating with the UN and ILO to address the issues they have identified. This approach gives credit for the steps already taken by Colombia and is in line with the general incentive-based approach that underpins the GSP+. In this way, the EU will be able to maintain a certain pressure on Colombia to achieve further improvements in its substantive implementation of key GSP+ conventions.

The Commission intends to intensify its bilateral dialogue with Colombia on implementation issues, drawing on ILO and UN recommendations in order to support Colombia's efforts to resolve issues raised by the monitoring bodies.  
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